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Honoured Mrs Janja Ravnikar, President of the Association of Slovenian Traditional Arts
Honoured members of the CIOFF® Council and Festivals Commission
Dear friends of Slovenian cultural heritage!

I wish you all a really nice evening, in words that would be used by the President of the Republic of Slovenia, Dr. Nataša Pirc Musar, honorary patron of tonight's folklore evening, dedicated to the memory of Dr. Bruno Ravnikar. Allow me to use the words of his daughter Janja to describe what Dr. Ravnikar was: a good organizer, choreographer, singer, musician, dancer, training coach, radio amateur, physicist, athlete, folklorist, mountaineer. Father. And mother, said Mrs. Ravnikar. A scientist who delved into cultural heritage with supreme professionalism.

It is this aspect of his life and work that we celebrate tonight. We could emphasize the diversity of activities related to folk music and dance that Dr. Ravnikar was involved in. We could list the milestones in a long working career that intertwined his formal education in physics with the areas of his passionate interest. But allow me to try to place Dr. Ravnikar's work in the broader context of Slovenia's cultural heritage.

The basis of our nation's identity are the cultural aspects of our existence, which enabled national strength for more than a thousand years before the creation of free and independent state. Among the things we are proud of, the President emphasized in her first speech on National Day "the culture that we create and cherish in all of its many manifestations."

We are defined by our language. We have a day of culture as a national holiday. We are proud of publication of the first book in the Slovenian language in 1551. Whatever is written becomes a permanent document of time and space. Much more elusive is what is not written. That which is passed down from generation to generation and depends on each transmission to survive generations and centuries. That which we call the knowledge of the people, with a word we have taken from English. Folk lore. Folklore.

Intangible cultural heritage is as much a part of our identity as tangible heritage. However, it is much more difficult to preserve it in its original form. We maintain, restore and renew objects and buildings. Intangible heritage, on the other hand, is easily lost, as it depends on knowledge, memory and skills that must be passed down between generations. Dr. Ravnikar's exceptional contribution to the treasury of the cultural heritage of Slovenia and humanity is his recording and documenting of texts, music and especially dance, as he was a pioneer of kinetography in folk dance and was most responsible for its establishment in folk-dance activities, and not only in Slovenia.

If only written down, the intangible cultural heritage would remain just a memory. It only lives if we constantly revive it. With every rehearsal, every performance, every festival. And this is the greatness that marks Dr. Ravnikar's entire life. A life for our cultural heritage, which will come to life again before us tonight.

The life of Bruno Ravnikar was filled with many activities and devoted to the lore of our ancestors through their song, music and dance. Preserving and enlivening folk lore means taking care of our intangible cultural heritage, not only Slovenian but of the humanity. Intangible is far from being immaterial. It is the soul of the nation, our link to the past and foundation of our future. It lives every time a melody is played song is sang, a dance is danced. It will live in front of us again tonight. Let us enjoy the evening with which we celebrate the memory of Bruno Ravnikar.
