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Speech by the President of the Republic of Slovenia, Nataša Pirc Musar, at the ceremony marking the signing of a memorandum of cooperation on the establishment of the European Walk of Peace – GOV4PeaCE


Nova Gorica, 21 October 2026



Check against delivery.



Dear representatives of the organising institutions: the Walk of Peace in the Soča Region Foundation, the Posočje Development Centre, the Milko Kos Historical Institute and PromoTurismo from Friuli-Venezia Giulia,
Distinguished President of the Departmental Council of Meuse, Mr Jérôme Dumont,
(Monsieur le Président du Conseil départemental de la Meuse, Jérôme Dumont),
Excellencies, distinguished guests from Slovenia and abroad.

Sadly, Europe's history has also been marked by wars, borders and division. Throughout the centuries, wars have repeatedly brought immeasurable suffering and left deep wounds, time and again calling into question the peaceful coexistence of Europe's nations. The First World War, too, left behind countless sites of suffering. Today, we are bringing these sites together as part of a different narrative – one of remembrance, understanding and the pursuit of peace.

Ernest Hemingway, who experienced the horrors of the First World War first-hand as a volunteer, wrote in his novel A Farewell to Arms: “The world breaks every one and afterward many are strong at the broken places.” These words remind us not only of the deep wounds inflicted by war, but also of our capacity to find the strength to begin anew, even in the face of suffering.

This is precisely the message of the European Walk of Peace: the pain of the past can bring us together in our efforts to build a different, better future.

The European Walk of Peace is important not only for preserving the heritage of former battlefields. It is also a path of reconciliation and cultural diplomacy, one that strengthens dialogue, trust and mutual respect between nations Places that were once scenes of conflict can become places of encounter, learning and shared reflection on the value of peace.

The GOV4PeaCE project, implemented under the Interreg Central Europe programme, makes an important contribution to realising this vision by promoting the joint management of First World War heritage as a shared European value and responsibility. The project demonstrates that the preservation of this heritage transcends national borders. The long-term ambition is to link former front lines across Europe, from west to east, and eventually those in the Balkans, to form the European Walk of Peace.

The Walk of Peace in the Soča Region Foundation plays an important role in achieving this ambition. For almost three decades, it has worked to preserve the heritage of the Isonzo Front and integrate it into the wider European context. As the driving force behind the GOV4PeaCE project, the Foundation brings together institutions and communities in Slovenia, Italy and other European countries and promotes shared responsibility for the heritage of the First World War.

An important step towards this goal is the memorandum on transnational cultural, educational and professional cooperation in the management of First World War heritage, signed today by 30 institutions from 11 European countries. By signing the memorandum, the institutions reaffirmed their commitment to continued cooperation beyond the completion of the GOV4PeaCE project. This continued cooperation will be essential to realising the vision of the European Walk of Peace, which aims to obtain certification as a Cultural Route of the Council of Europe. Looking further ahead, we could also explore the possibility of nominating relevant First World War heritage sites for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List, following the example of the funerary and memorial sites of the Western Front in France and Belgium, which are already inscribed on the List. Realising these ambitions will require sustained professional efforts and the support of national governments, local communities and European partners.

As President of the Republic of Slovenia, I support the work of the Walk of Peace in the Soča Region Foundation and its partners in bringing together the heritage of the First World War as part of a shared European narrative. I will also support the further development of the European Walk of Peace, as I believe that former sites of conflict can become part of our collective efforts to promote reconciliation and peace.

May the places that once witnessed immeasurable suffering become enduring symbols of peace and reminders that peace must never be taken for granted. It is our shared responsibility to nurture and preserve it for future generations.
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