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Dear Mr President Zelenskyy,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to address you today at the fifth summit of the International Crimea Platform here in New York. With our meeting, we are sending a clear signal that the territorial integrity of Ukraine remains high on the international agenda and a top priority for Slovenia.

This year, as we commemorate the 80th anniversary of the United Nations' founding, we are reminded of the enduring value of the UN Charter. Its purposes and principles remain the cornerstones of our international system, guiding us to peace, justice and co-operation among nations. Yet, as the entire world can see, the ideals and commitments of the United Nations are under brutal attack. Unfortunately, the permanent member states of the Security Council are no exception to this crime against multilateralism.

This aggression is not just an attack on Ukraine — it is a direct challenge to the principles of the UN Charter itself. The UN Charter is not an abstract concept; it is the basis for peace and stability in the international community.

We reaffirm that any territorial acquisition achieved through the threat or use of force cannot be legally recognised. States cannot do whatever they want to other states just because they can. This fundamental principle of international law must be consistently upheld to preserve the credibility of the entire multilateral system. We therefore once again call on the Russian Federation to immediately, completely and unconditionally withdraw its entire armed forces from the territory of Ukraine, and to cease its hostilities against civilians and civilian infrastructure.

Excellencies,

The resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly since 2014 have sent a clear message: the international community will not accept the illegal attempts to redraw borders by force. However, as long as these resolutions are not implemented, it is our responsibility to continue to raise our voices, act and strengthen our joint efforts in defence of international law.

In this context, Slovenia welcomes the adoption of the New York Declaration, which reaffirms our common commitment to the UN Charter and to a rules-based international order.

Let me conclude by emphasising that our goal is not only to stop the aggression. Our shared responsibility is also to work towards a just and lasting peace in Ukraine — a peace that respects Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and restores confidence in multilateralism and the United Nations itself.

Thank you.
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