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Honorable,

President of Portuguese Republic Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa,

Ambassador of Portuguese Republic to Slovenia Miguel Almeida e Sousa,

Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia in Portuguese Republic based in Ljubljana Mojca Nemec van Gorp,

Ricardo Arroja, Chairman and CEO of AICEP Portugal Trade and Invest,

Tamara Zajec Balažič, Acting director of SPIRIT Slovenia Business Development Agency,

Representatives of Slovenian and Portuguese companies and business associations, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to address you at the Slovenian-Portuguese Business Forum. Let me take this opportunity to thank all who helped organizing this important event, designed to encourage Slovenian and Portuguese companies to deepen existing and build new business relationships. I am delighted to witness your great interest and dedication to further strengthening business cooperation between our countries.

Slovenia and Portugal have a lot in common. We have developed excellent and friendly relations that I hope will be even further deepened after today's business forum. We share mutual economic interests and potential to increase our cooperation, particularly in the fields of renewable energy sources, environmental technologies, automotive industry, healthcare, tourism, information technology, education and agriculture. I can say that Portugal is a role model in many respects, especially in regard of its ambitious transition to renewable energies. There still remain many untapped opportunities and I believe both sides are keen to encourage mutual investment, especially in the fields of high added value. Of particular interest to Slovenia is also logistical cooperation with the Portuguese Port of Sines and the Lisbon airport as the entry points to the African continent and Latin America. 

I am pleased to see that the letter of intent between Slovenia and Portugal in the field of tourism was signed today. We believe there is still a great untapped potential in this area. This collaboration will help unlock new opportunities for growth, exchange of best practices, and the development of sustainable tourism, benefiting both countries economically and culturally.

Today's forum focuses primarily on the automotive and healthcare industries such as pharmaceuticals, biotechnology and medical equipment. Scientific cooperation between Slovenian and Portuguese institutions is rapidly growing, with several impactful projects underway. We believe that scientific collaboration is key to addressing global challenges, and we wanted to emphasize this during this important visit, hoping that ties between Slovenia and Portugal in research and innovation will be further developed. A visit to Biotechnological Hub of the National Institute of Biology in Slovenia was selected as it is a newly established, state-of-the-art facility designed to advance research and development across various scientific fields. 

Some of the Portuguese companies will visit also Jožef Stefan Institute which plays a crucial role in advancing scientific research and innovation in Slovenia, particularly in the fields of physics, computer science, and biomedicine, fostering international collaborations with leading research institutions worldwide. We hope that this visit could facilitate the opening up of new areas of cooperation, such as marine conservation and cancer research, where both Slovenia and Portugal have already made significant progress. 

Regarding the automotive industry we all know about the big challenges the European automotive industry is facing but this can also be an opportunity for a network of highly specialized niche players that both of our countries have. We have more than 100 tier 1 and tier 2 suppliers and more than 600 sub-suppliers at lower levels of the supply chain. These companies are completely adapted to the needs of the European automotive industry, and as trusted partners of major car manufacturers, they are highly involved in the quest for future forms of mobility: greener, digital, and human-centric.

I can proudly say that Slovenia, "green, creative and smart", is a reliable partner with innovation potential. We have established partnerships between researchers and companies, the so-called "Strategic Innovation and Development Partnerships", to penetrate foreign niche markets with high added value. In response to strategic opportunities, we are developing green and digital breakthrough programmes, building on domestic human and natural resources and orienting our companies towards the circular economy, smart factories and cities, sustainable food production and tourism.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

To remain globally competitive, Europe needs a new strategy and a new agenda for competitiveness, we need to reduce our strategic dependence on key raw materials, boost the circular economy, change our energy infrastructure and transform our industry faster. This new reality is forcing Slovenian, Portuguese and other EU companies to become even more adaptable and to seek new business opportunities also in perhaps more distant EU markets. We see the Portuguese as a like-minded, promising and reliable partner with many common interests and opportunities to further strengthen our co-operation that will continue also within the framework of MED-9, which Slovenia chairs in 2025. 

I wish everybody fruitful discussions, successful B2B meetings, and excellent future co-operation. 
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