[image: image1.png]B

Predsednica Republike Slovenije

URAD






Address by the President of the Republic of Slovenia,

Nataša Pirc Musar at Bled Water Forum 2024
Bled, 14 June 2024

Spoštovani g. Marko Gajić, soustanovitelj Blejskega vodnega foruma, 
Ms Eliza Jean Reid, First Lady of Iceland, dragi soprog Aleš, 
Distinguished Ambassadors and Participants, 

drage gostje in gosti.
Pozdravljeni na Blejskem vodnem forumu, letos že devetem po vrsti. I am delighted to be participating today, for my first time, at the 9th edition of the Bled Water Forum. 

I am particularly happy to attend the Bled Water Forum and its festival as it is a non-governmental and non-profit organisation, dating back to 2016. Its main focus is recognising innovation pertaining to drinking water and forging new global understanding of drinking water around the world. In 2020, you also established a European Water Sommelier Association, and I am looking forward to participating in the International Water Tasting and Water Cocktails event a little later. 
By bringing together ministries, institutions and water experts from different countries, you are co-creating global trends, supporting innovation and bringing forward a new understanding about drinking water. Your discussions, such as on new contaminants in drinking water, are very relevant to all of us and to our health. I know you have had many expert sessions in the past two days, and I trust all of you will be leaving Bled and the Forum with new knowledge, ideas and partnerships. 
Co-founders and the whole Bled Water Forum team, 

You managed to translate your initial dream into the exciting reality that we are witnessing here today. I congratulate you for that and I am really looking forward to what your work will transpire to in the time still to come. Drinking water is such an important and integral part of our lives. You and your fast-growing organisation work towards ensuring good-quality water for all. I thank you for that. 
Now I am eager, as I am sure we all are, to learn who this year’s recipients of the European Water Awards are, and before concluding, let me extend my congratulations to both.
Thank you / Hvala vsem. 
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